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myself on being a fine fellow, and may feel rather like a
guest with thick boots and a cutaway coat in a ball-room:
but it is not necessary that I should bask in my own ad-
miration; I can dispense with that luxury, and, for the
sake of what I like better, put up with a poor opinion of
my conduct which I can soon manage to rub off or forget.'
To a philosopher who simply trusts to the appeal, c Do that
thing, and you will be uneasy in your mind,' such an im-
pudent reflection would seem to be not without avail.
Hence, perhaps, it is that Hutcheson, instead of treating
the moral verdict as something more than a prophecy of
personal feelings, as something imperative and final, shows
the greatest anxiety to corroborate it by proving the in-
variable coincidence of individual happiness with unswerv-
ing devotion to the universal good. Upon this thesis he
virtually stakes everything: * The principal business/ he
says, ' of the moral philosopher is to show, from solid
reasons, that universal benevolence tends to the happiness
of the benevolent, either from the pleasures of reflection,
honour^ natural tendency to engage the good offices of men,
upon whose aid we must depend for our happiness in this
world; or from the sanctions of Divine Law, discovered
to us by the constitution of the universe: that so no ap-
parent views of interest may counteract this natural in-
clination^? To prove this proposition, Hutcheson pro-
vides an elaborate valuation of pleasures and pains from
the several senses and affections, including the Moral
Sense'2; and sums up the results of its application in
these words: 'Thus, upon comparing the several kinds
of pleasure and pains, both as to intention'' (intensity) 'and
duration, we see that the whole sum of interest lies upon
the side of virtue, public spirit, and honour. To forfeit these
pleasures, in whole or in part, for any other enjoyment, is
the most foolish bargain, and, on the contrary, to secure
them with the sacrifice of all others, is the truest gain V

1  Enquiry, II vii p. 269.

2  Nature and Conduct of the Passions, Sect. V.   8 Ibid. Sect. VI. p. 167.